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"Taesz volumes contain fourteen num- 


bers, which are all that were published, 
of a weekly paper entitled, the Pre Nic. 
It then received a new form, was submit- 
ted to a new direétion, and assumed a 
new name. In short, the Pic Nic was 
lost in the Cazinet, a periodical paper 
which is now rising in the public esti- 
mation. It was however suggested by 
those whose opinion must ever have a 
predominent influence jn every thing 
which relates to literature,and the passing 
history of the world, that the numbers 
of the Pic Nic should be re-published in 
the present form, as a faithful mirror of 


the times, during the short period of its 
Ay 
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existence. In that chara€ter it is pre- 
sented to the public. 

At the same time, from the title and 
characteristic circumstances of the work, 
an opportunity appears to be offered of 

ublishing a faithful and accurate his- 
tory of the Society calted the Pic Nic, 
which was established in Tottenham-street, 
in the winter of 1802. 

The illiberal, ill-founded, and it may 
be added, base opposition, \vhich, from 
idle notions of violated interest, was 
raised and encouraged to this innocent 
and elegant amusement, is well known: 
it was a : general topic of the season, and 
the public calumny with which it was 
treated, has no parallel in the history of 
fashionable life, since daily papers have 
professionally and notoriously become 
the venal vehicles of any falsehood. 

The origin of this abuse, the motives 
to this calumny; in short, the History 
of the Pic Nic Society, will form the 
preliminary part of these volumes ; give 
them, we trust, additional interest; re- 
move every ill impression that has been 
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conceived against it; and counteract those 
numerous, false, and foul reports, which 
involved, more or less, all those persons, 
however distinguished by rank, charac- 
ter, and virtue, who promoted the insti- 
tution. 

It was originally proposed to, have 
given, at large, this long and disgraceful 
series of abuse which occupied the co- 
Jumns of the newspapers with little in- 
termission from Fedruary to August: 
But as some of those papers acknow- 
ledged their errors, and were ashamed 
of their injustice, it might be considered 
as acting ungraciously towards them, to 
perpetuate a misconduct for which 
ample compensation had been made; 
while there appeared no sufficient rea- 
son to renew the disgust of liberal minds 
at the re-perusal of that systematic ca- 
lumny which the other papers invete- 
rately continued, long after the winter 
amusements of the metropolis were ter- 
minated. The proposed volume, there- 
fore, which the calumniating extras 
from these papers would have filled, will 
form a part of this publication. 
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The oricrn of the Pic Nic society may 
be stated in a very few words. 





In the early part of the year 1801, 
Colonel Henry Greville proposed, with 
the assistance of M. Texier, to give a 
little theatrical féte to a select party of 
his acquaintance. It was, indeed, intended 
to be a very confined exhibition ; but the 
applications for admission were so nu- 
merous that the expence became an ob- 
ject of serious consideration. To lessen 
this inconvenience, it was proposed, that 
the supper should be Pic Nic, that 1s, 
each person invited was to send a dish. 
Acccording to this regulation the féte 
took place, and every person present 
acknowledged the satisfaction of passing 
an evening of such rational amusement, 
and divested of the monotony of a rout. 
In short, so much cheerfulness was seen, 
and so much honest pleasure enjoyed at 
this entertainment, that it was proposed 
to renew it in the following winter, on 
the plan of a regular establishment, 
which was to be limited to a certain 
number of subscribers among perfons 
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of the first fashion, to meet once a 
fortnight, to enjoy the amusements of 
acting, music, and dancing, and te 
conclude with a supper, and catches and 
glees. Every member was to pay fix 
guineas for his admission ticket for the 
season, and to send to the cellar six bot 

tles of wine or a guinea. Ladies of high 
rank were to become patronesses, that 
persons in the habit of living together 
might belong to their books, and, at the 
same time, the eligibility of the sub- 
scribers be secured. 

The design proceeded with a success 
that was naturally to be expected from 
it, and was soon composed of 230 per- 
sons, among whom were many of the 
first rank and distinction in the kingdom. 
A little theatre was erected at the old 
concert rooms in Tottenham-street; a 
few French and English pieces were got 
up by some amateurs, and the orcnestra 
was filled with gentlemen performers. 
At nine the curtain drew up; at eleven, 
or sometimes a little later, the perform- 
ance concluded ; supper was immediate- 
ly served; and after a few catches and 
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glees, the party dispersed. No lady was 
among the actresses, nor were cards or 
dice introduced. The surplus that might 
remain at the conclusion of the season, 
was to be presented to the fund for de- 
cayed actors and aétresses. 

The ladies and gentlemen who ac- 
cepted the office of Lady Patronesses 
and Managers were, 


The Dvucuess of Devonsurre. 

The Marcuroness of Sauispury. 
The Countess of Coormonperey. 
The Countess of BucKINGHAMSHIRE. 
Countess Mount Epccumpse. 
Viscountess MELBOURNE. 
Viscountess DUNGANNON. 

Lapy TEMPLETON. 

Hon. Mrs. Damer. 

Mrs. Crewe. 


Managers. 


The Earn of CHoLtMonpeLey. 
The Eart of Mounr Epucumsr. 
Hon. P. Lams. 

Wititam Spencer, Esa. 
T. Saeripan, Ese. 
Witiiam Mappox, Esa. 
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Dire&or for the whole Establishment. 


Henry Francis Grevitie, Ese, 
R. Buttock, Secretary. 


Such is the fair, unvarnished account 
of an establishment which, though formed 
for innocent amusement, and elegant 
recreation, and without the least 
tendency to indecorum or immorality 
of any kind, was most violently at- 
tacked by the public prints, whose ca- 
lumny and falsehood, in all their vari- 
ous shapes, were employed to give to the 
world the most infamous, because they 
were ill-founded impressions, of its cha- 
rater, its conduét, and its objects. But 
this scheme of hostility will be easily 
traced, as it will be readily understood, 
when it is known, that the plan of amuse- 
ment, already described, was considered 
as militating against the interest of Dru- 
ry-lane and Covent-Garden theatres, 
This appeared at least to be the opinion 
of Mr. Sheridan, who acted upon it in a 
manner altogether inconsistent with the 
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general opinion formed of his good hu- 
mour and understanding ; for, some time 
after preparations had been making for 
opening the rooms, Mr. T. Sheridan, then 
one of the Managers, informed Col. 
Greville, that his father considered the 
institution as injurious to the property 
of Drury-lane theatre; and, odious as a 
monopoly might be, he should conceive 
himself obliged to support that of the 
Theatres against any open or latent de- 
signs. It was also added, that the pro- 
posed entertainments were in opposi- 
tion to existing statutes. Col. Greville 
answered, that no infringement of pri- 
vate property was thought of, much less 
mtended, and that very able lawyers 
supported the legality of the meetings. 
Mr. T. Sheridan then replied, that he had 
it in commission from his father to say, 
that he would use all the means in his 
power to crush the undertaking. 

On the following ‘day the newspapers 
in a body commenced an attack on the 
club, which, for its indecency, scurrility, 
and falsehood, and it is saying al] that 
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can be said as to its inveteracy, is not to 
be equalled in the pages of the London 
newspapers. 

The circumstance of the card pub- 
lished in the Morning Post, as containing 
the rules of the society, and represented 
as having been issued by Col. Greville, 
requires a particular discussion, and will 
clearly evince the kind of spirit which 
influenced the hostilities declared by 
Mr. Sheridan. 

This card was one of four which was 
struck off as a proof ior the Direétor’s 
private inspection, and was considered 
by him as very well adapted for the pur- 
pose of issuing to the subscribers. The 
Managers, however, thought otherwise, 
and accordingly the first part of the rules 
was struck out; and, from the correéted 
copy, 400 tickets were ordered to be 
printed for the purpose of distribution : 
but some of the managers, and among 
the rest Mr.T. Sheridan himself, objected 
to any printed rules; from the danger 
of their creeping into the public papers; 
and that gentleman laughingly observed, 
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that, after such an opposition had shewn 
itself, his name would not appear with 
much propriety among the promoters 
of the scheme. Accordingly the cards 
were all burned at the Printer’s, and 
supplied by a circular letter written to 
each Lady Patroness. 

Previous, however, to the appearance 
of this card in the Morning Post, Mr. 
Sheridan the elder, as proprietor of Drury 
laneTheatre, sent Col.Greville a letter, by 
his son, in which he avowed his deter- 
mination to oppose by all legal means, 
and fair exertions, the institution which 
was about to be established. This letter is 
as follows: 


Dear Sir, 


“My son has mentioned to me, that 
you were desirous of seeing the “ final 
arrangement” relpecting the established 
theatres, which received the sanétion of 
his Majesty, signified by the Lord Cham- 
berlain’s name to the deed, as well as 
that of his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, and of his Grace the Duke of 
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Bedford. As I owe you, in respect to 
vid acquaintance, every attention and 
civility, I shall direét a copy of the ma- 
terial passage to be sent to you, as well 
as any other information you may wish 
to have. You will see at once, that any 
attempt to open another theatre, on 
however reduced ascale, or on what- 


ever pretences money is to be paid for 


being present at the performances, is 
directly contrary to the pledge contained 
in that settlement, upon faith of which, 
the immense sum expended on Drury- 
lane Theatre has been raised ; and con- 
sequently, that the proprietors of the 
established theatres are, on the first en- 
deavour at innovation, bound to appeal 
to the protection of the exalted persons 
I have stated to have guaranteed their 
property ; and from whose Justice, they 
are confident of support. 

“ | think it also proper frankly to ap- 
prize you, that, independently of such 
an appeal, of whose efficacy however, I 
have no doubt, I feel myself bound by 
every just consideration, to oppose, by 
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all legal and fair exertions, a scheme 
which, though certainly not so intended, 
leads in my opinion to the utter de- 
struction of the property of the esta- 
blished theatres. 


“TI have the honour, &c. 


Feb. 17, 1802. “ R. B. Saerrpan.” 
H. Greville, Esq. 


To this letter Col. Greville imme- 
diately wrote the following answer: 


* Dear Sir, 


“T am fully satisfied it can neither 
be your wish or intention, to endeavour 
to throw unnecessary difficulties in the 
way of private and innocent amuse- 
ments, as you may equally be assured 
it is far from mine to aim at injuring, 
by any establishment I may consent to 
direét, either your property, or the in- 
terest of the individuals connected with 
the Drury-lane or Covent-garden Play- 
houses. 

“* Much wilful and wicked misrepre- 
sentation, on the subjeét of your letter, 
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has found its way into the public news- 
papers; and I trust, if, as I have no 
doubt will be the case, I shall make it 
clear to you, that the meeting proposed 
to be held at the Tottenham-street Rooms, 
which I have hired for the season, for 
the use of the Subscribers, is neither il- 
legal, immoral, or hkely to interfere in 
the smallest degree (either at present or 
in future) with the Theatres, that you 
will publicly disavow the hasty, and I 
trust, unfounded fears you have ex- 
pressed, and leave no pretence for ma- 
licious and interested individuals to pro- 
pagate falsehoods, the absurdity of which, 
however apparent to reasonable minds, 
may not be equally so to a stirred-up 
mob. 

“I shall be happy to have the honour 
of waiting upon you, any hour you shall 
name; when I will frankly and unre- 
servedly communicate to you the plan 
of the proposed institution; also my 
motives for pursuing it, notwithstanding 
your wishes to the contrary; as I have 
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good reasons for conceiving I am fully 
authorised to do so by law. 
« T have the honour, &c. 
“« H. F. Grevitir.” 


_ Stratton-Street, Feb. 17, 1802. 
To R. B. Sheridan, Esq. 


Such was Col. Greville’s letter to 
Mr. Sheridan ; but that Gentleman’s 
offer to explain satisfactorily to him the 
real objects he had in view, as well as to 
wait upon him, were treated with the 
same disregard as his own written pro- 
mise to send the extraéts he mentions in 
his letter. In this situation, with such 
an extraordinary hostility conjuring up 
against him, Colonel Greville thought it 
right to get back the paper of “rules 
already alluded to, which had been en- 
trusted to Mr. Thomas Sheridan, on his 
solemn promise of its being returned. 
On the necessary application for it, that 
gentleman declared, it had been lent to 
Prince William of Gloucester, who had 
never restored it; and accompanied 
this declaration with an express assurance 
that no improper use should be made 
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of it. Nevertheless, extraordinary and 
incredible as it may appear, within two 
days after this solemn declaration and 
assurance, the card was exultingly an- 
nounced in the Morning Post for pub- 
lication. Astonished at this circum- 
stance, Col. Greville, who well knew that 
every copy of the card, except that 
which he felt so much anxiety to re- 
cover, was out of the reach of unfair 
usage, applied to Prince William on the 
occasion, who assured him that the card 
had been no longer in his possession, 
than the time necessary to peruse its 
contents: and when Col. Greville re- 
proached Mr. T. Sheridan with having 
so wantonly exposed the institution and 
its subscribers to the foul attack of an 
illiberal editor of a newspaper, and in 
direct contradiction to his own most so- 
lemn promises, he declared that he had 
not the smallest intention of breaking his 
word; but that, pressed byhis father to find 
the paper, which he had assured him again 
and again was not in his possession, he 
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had, to his utter astonishment, found it 
in his pocket; and in giving it to him, 
was not aware of the use he intended to 
make of it; though he acknowledged 
his father received it with an exclama- 
tion, that he would not have lost it for 
five hundred pounds. 

The mode of publishing this card was 
disingenuous in the extreme, as it ap- 
peared to have been done by Col. Gre- 
ville’s authority, and was certainly in- 
tended to exasperate the protectors of 
the institution against him, as having, 
contrary to their avowed wishes and 
opinions, exposed their names to public 
notice and animadversion. 

The first objeét of the Direétor, on 
this wanton violation of truth on the 
part of the newspapers, and of fairness 
on that of Mr. R. B. Sheridan, was to 
call at the Morning Post Office, with a 
letter, explaining the obje€ts of the esta- 
blishment. But, observing a reluctance 
in the person attending there, to give it 
a favourable reception, it was urged as a 
matter of justice that, as a mischievous 
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falsehood had been propagated in the 
Morning Post, the same paper ought to 
receive an answer, by the person alone 
capable of giving it; but the only sa- 
tisfaction that could be obtained was, a 
promise, if the editor should refuse to 
insert the letter, that it should be re- 
turned, and Col. Greville’s address was 
given for that purpose. It was, however, 
neither inserted or returned; while a 
succession of malevolent paragraphs, and 
wilful misrepresentations, respecting the 
club, continued to appear in the co- 
Jumns of the Morning Post, not merely 
to the disgrace of the paper, but of the 
press. 

The Oracle also thought it consistent 
to maintain an equal charaéter for false- 
hood and injustice: for the editor of 
that paper having inserted a letter fa- 
vourable to the views of the Pic Nic, 
Col. Greville was encouraged, by this 
apparent candour, tu call at his office 
with a short letter, requesting him to 
rectify a very gross error, which had 
been most industriously propagated ; 
c 
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that play was allowed in the new 
club; when, on the contrary, there wa 
a strong and particular regulation not 
to admit it. It will scarcely be be- 
lieved, but the fact is, that the only 
notice taken of his letter, was to give the 
lie direét to it, in a paragraph to the fol- 
lowing purport: “ The public, perhaps, 
are not aware, that deep play and private 
rooms form a conspicuous part of the 
rules of the new club in Tottenham- 
street.” 

On the refusal of the Morning Post 
to contradict its calumnies, another paper 
was tried; when a refusal was given, on 
the principle that it involved the inte- 
rests of a brother editor. 

Thus, being deprived of the means of 
commanding a single avenue to the 
public notice, as every morning and 
evening paper was, at this time in a state 
of avowed hostility to the institution, 
Col. Greville determined on a measure, 
which, though it has been the subjeét of 
censure, seems to be fairly justified by 
the circumstances of the moment; and 
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that was, to publifh a hand-bill. It was 
an act dictated by necessity, and seems 
to have been altogether requisite to 
keep the club alive till its opening. Be- 
sides, his character, and that of many of 
the most respectable persons in high life, 
was involved in it. He had embarked 
with them in an undertaking of which he 
had been appointed the Director; nor 
could he relinquish it, without appear- 
ing to justify the charges, however false 
and ill-founded, of having engaged to 
regulate a most pernicious system of im- 
morality. He therefore seems to have 
employed the only means in his power, 

to inform the public of the real state of 
the case, and the abominable falsehoods 
which were directed against the views 
and character of the society in which he 
stood the prominent obje ct. Besides, 
there was nothing surely in Mr. Sheri- 
dan’s opposition, of such a terrific or 
commanding nature, that was to deter 
Col. Greville from proceeding. That gen- 
tleman’s apprehensions, suspicions, “and 
misconceptions, respecting the conduct 
of the society, and a supp osed latent ce- 
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sign of procuring a third theatre, had 
no greater claim to attention or regard 
than those of any other individual. "His 
behaviour had been such as was neither 
called for by the occasion, nor was it to 
be expected from his understanding, 
or liberal spirit. The first should have 
disposed him to assist the undertak- 
ing, as a school of theatric genius: 
while the latter fhould have urged 
him, with an honourable solicitude, to 
check and oppose, instead of counte- 
nancing, the monstrous lies and gross 
indecencies levelled against a society, 
the members of which, from his long 
and intimate .acquaintance with ‘many 
of them, he mutt have known to be 
incapable of illiberal or immoral con- 
duét. He well knew, that a hint from 
him would have silenced all the cla- 
mours which were raised to support 
the fancied claims of the Theatres, and 
which he had thought proper to en- 
courage. For when the Corps Para- 


graplhigue waited upon him, to offer 


their services against the amusements in 
Tottenham-street, in any way which he 
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should suggest, or in their own appro- 
priate language, to go through thick and 
thin, on ‘the occasion, he encouraged 
them to proceed, with the so/itary sti- 
pitlation that names should be spared. 

It may, however, be imputed to Col. 
Greville, that he acknowledged Mr. She- 
ridan’s right to interfere in the Totten- 
ham-street entertainments, by afterwards 
signifying, nay signing, his consent to 
confine the performance of plays to 
ten nights, and engaging not to form 
a dramatic company, but with the ap- 
probation of the proprietors of the win- 
ter theatres. To this imputation it may 
be answered, that he did not adopt this 
measure from any apprehension of the 
theatrical patents, or any existing sta~ 
tutes, as the Tottenham-street club was 

justified in its proceedings by the first 
but it was to comply 
with the apprehensive solicitations of 
several of the subscribers, who, though 
they did not fear Mr. Sheridan’s threats, 
nor had the least apprehension of con- 
stables, round-houses, and mobs, with 
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which the subscribers had been threat- 
ened, felt uncomfortable at the sly mn- 
sinuations, bitter sarcasms, and scan- 
dalous hostilities of the daily papers, 
which were in full cry against every 
thing and every body connected with 
the undertaking. Nor after all, will it 
be denied, that certain subscribers, to 
the amount of seventy, were induced, 
from the terror of newspaper scurrility, 
to withdraw their names, which occa- 
sioned a loss of four hundred and twenty 
pounds, that would have been appro- 
priated to charitable purposes. 

Nevertheless, with all these discou- 
ragements; the directors threatened with 
prosecutions ; the actresses treated as 
strumpets ; the amateurs represented as 
spies, Jacobins, and adventurers; and the 
whole society made the object of daily 
ridicule and falsehood, in the public 
prints; the wonder is, that during cight 
evenings, a numerous assemblage of per- 
sons of high rank and distinction at- 
tended the meetings, and expressed their 
satisfaction at the entertainments pre- 
sented to them. 
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Much more might be added ; and were 
it wished to oratify a vindictive spirit of 
retaliation, many a curious, disgraceful 
anecdote might be inserted. But “the ob- 
jet being no other than to clear, in a 

candid, convincing, gentlemanly man- 
ner, the members of the Pic Nic society 
from the charges made against it, and to 
do away any “unfavourable impressions 
which may still remain; not a trait 
of the venal malignity and scurrilous 
falsehood of its opponents has been re- 
peated, but such as was necessary to 
prove the spirit that influenced them in 
attacking an establishment, whose vital 
principles were honour and a sense of 
propriety, and the whole series of whose 
amusements were shaped and contrived 
with a most scrupulous attention to de- 
corum, good manners, and social virtue. 





Wad the Pic Nic society continued, 
the following proposals would have been 
submitted to the public. 
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Proposats for the establishment of a 
club, to consist of 400 gentlemen, pay- 
ing annually ten guineas: and 200 ladies 
paying five guineas each. 

Tus Society to be considered as an 
assistant, nota rival, of the regular drama 
of the country; and from the patronage 
it offers, as capable of serving essentially 
the rising genius to be found in this 
metropolis. The lovers of the arts, the 
lovers of the drama, the lovers of music, 
and the lovers of chearful amusement, will 
all find their advantage in patronizing 
such an institution. 

A committee of seven persons to 
dire&t the concerns of the club. 

Twelve ladies of distinction to be soli- 
cited to keep books, and to be considered 
as members of the society: each of them 
to have the liberty, on nights of repre- 
sentation, to give away five tickets. 

The tickets not to be transferable. 

Foreigners of distinction to be admit- 
ted by the Lady Patronesses. 

A couple of fétes to be given by the 
society during the season. 
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Rooms to be open every morning 


~ with proper attendants. 


Artists invited to hang up their pic- 
tures, or deposit their busts and statues 


~ in the rooms. 


Principal artists in painting and sculp- 


© tor to be made honorary members of the 
~ society. 


There shall be two or three concerts as 


~ may be agreed upon, at which no person 


_ perform who has already appeared 


n public. 
There shall be twelve dramatic repre- 


'sentations during the season. Four new 
‘and entire dramas; two tragic and twa 
comic, in English. 


* 


There shall be no after-piece. 
At these representations there shall be 


a military band only. 


The plays to be the property of their 
authors, who will be at liberty to offer 
‘ them to the proprietors of either of the 

“Royal Theatres. 

+ There shall be four prizes appointed 
to these authors: viz. 50]. 40]. 30]. and 
20], 

d 
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A committee of five gentlemen shall 
manage the concerns of ‘the Stage. 

A committee of five other gentlemen 
shall examine the plays presented, and 
make the proper selection for every 
vear. All tenders of dramatic pieces 
shall be anonymous, but be distinguish- 
ed by some classical quotations. 

Authors are not to embarrass the stage 
with spectacles, nor the performers with 
singing. 

No prologue, epilogue, or song, shall 
be performed, unless it be specially writ- 
ten for the society. 

The proprietors of Drury-lane and of 
Covent-Garden shall be invited to 
belong to the regulating committee of 
this society. 

The performers shall be fuch as ex- 
pect to succeed in the dramatic line. 

Gentlemen amateurs may af with the 
confent of the committee. 

On no account shall there be more 
than twelve performances during the 
season. 

The first representation shall take 
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“place on the first Thursday in Novem- 


_ ber, and be repeated every fortnight till 
the twelve representations have been 


"given. 
By thus associating the proprietors of 





4 the winter theatres with the managers 
and conduétors of this establishment, 
: 


| the former ensure themselves from the 
© possibility of any infringement or injury 


‘to their property that ‘they may appre- 
“hend. 
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